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ways ended his chapel talks in a formal manner, thus: “And he 
was a g—r—e—a—t m-a-n!” also Prof. of English, William B. 
Woods, in season and out of season for that matter, his favorite ex- 
pression impressed itself on all the students and which with possibly 
a few modifications ran as follows: “And that would (wood) be 


good.” He taught school for one year and after graduation from - 


the Indiana State Normal School, as principal of the schools of 
Royal Center, Ind., and then on his return to Terre Haute, studied 
law in the office of Baskin E. Rhodes until he entered the mail 
service of “Uncle Sam” serving for more than eight years, and ac- 
quiring the position through a competitive examination in open 
contest. After leaving the postoffice service again the lure of 
knowledge seized him and he took up school work in the University 
of Indiana, where, after a three years course in the study of law 
and jurisprudence, he received the degree of LL. B. graduating 
with the highest honors of the class of 1906, receiving a prize from 
the publishers, Little, Brown & Co., to such ends and purposes. He 
Has been a member of Amico Lodge, No. 707 I. O. O. F. since its 
organization on the 16th day of July, 1894. He has written a 
manuscript entitled “Railroad Signaling” several unpublished poems, 
and various articles touching on different subjects of interest, none 


of which he cares to mention in this sketch except the one which ` 


takes the form of a question.—“DO YOU BELIEVE THAT FAB- 
UBOUS RIB STORY?” 

Allen Harry Donham, whose death at Terre Haute on De- 
cember 13, 1911, in the fifty-fourth year of his life removed from 


the business, social and civic life of this city one of the most up- - | 


right and capable citizens of its history, was born on his father’s 
farm in Honey Creek township, Vigo county, Indiana in 1858. 


He was a son of Darius and Mary (Allen) Donham, natives of . 


Ohio and Indiana respectively, the mother having been born in 
Vermilion county, this state in 1883. The father was born in 
Clermont county, Ohio in 1819, the son of William Donham, who 
came to Vigo county in 1833, where he entered government land in 
Honey Creek township. Here, the father of Mr. Allen H. Don- 
ham grew to manhood, helped to develop the farm from its state 
of primitive wilderness to a valuable and highly cultivated property, 
and lived upon it until 1882, when he came to Terre Haute to 
spend his declining years. Here he lived in comfortable retirement 
for twenty years, loved and respected by all who knew him. He 
and his wife were the parents of six children, all of whom died in 
early youth with the exception of Allen H. Mr. Allen Harry Don- 
ham was reared on the home farm, and attended the district school 
of Honey Creek township and the Terre Haute High School. He 
then entered the University of Michigan Law School at Ann Arbor, 
from which he was graduated with honors, and afterward took up 
the practice of his profession at Terre Haute. His residence in 
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this city dated from 1878, and in the early years of it he read law 


- with the firm of Davis € Davis, and later with Allen & Mack, two 


of the best known law firms then practicing at the Vigo County 
Bar. In a memorial at the time of Mr. Bonham's death, pre- 
pared by the Hon. John E. Lamb and adopted by the Vigo County 
Bar association, his professional and political career was set forth 
in the following manner: “He practiced his profession with suc- 
cess for a number of years, and in 1886 was the Democratic candi- 
date for prosecuting attorney of the Vigo Circuit Court. He was 
always an ardent, active and efficient member, as was his father 
before him, of the Democratic party. He believed in its prin- 
ciples, was active in its counsels and was in 1892 made chairman 
of the Democratic county committee during the noted Cleveland 
and Harrison campaign. His work was methodical, energetic and 
efficient. He was untiring in his devotion to his duty, and at the 
end of the campaign was almost a complete physical wreck as a 
result of his heroic efforts in behalf of'his party’s cause. As a 
recognition and reward of his efforts on behalf of his party, he 
was appointed in May, 1893, upon the recommendation of Senator 


‘Daniel W. Voorhees, a life-long friend of his parents, postmaster 


of this city. So well had he done his duty, and so well qualified 
was he for the position, that there was not even a murmur against 
his appointment. He served for four years as postmaster, and 
during that time, there was never a criticism of his administration 
of that office from either friend or foe. He returned to the 
practice of the law for a short time after he left the postoffice, 
but soon his business qualities were recognized by that great finan- 
cial institution, the Terre Haute Savings Bank, and he was called 
to the position in November, 1902, of secretary and treasurer of 
that splendid institution, which position he held until his untimely 
death. His conduct of the affairs of that bank was admirable, and 
he was recognized by state officials who scrutinize the manage- 
ment of savings banks as one of the most expert, able and efficient 
bankers in the State of Indiana. Last spring he suggested the 
erection of a new savings bank building upon the corner of Sixth 
and Ohio streets to take the place of the old one which the 
business of the bank had outgrown, and the magnificent structure 
* ¥* * will stand forever as a monument to the man whose 


‘death we deplore.” On the first day of January, following Mr. 


Donham’s death, he was to have been made president of the 
Savings Bank, Dr. S. J. Young voluntarily to resign from that posi- 
tion, but the untimely closing of Mr. Donham’s career robbed him 
of the opportunity of realizing his highest ambition. Mr. Don- 


ham improved the old family estate, and built a summer home upon | 


one of its beautiful hills. This retreat he named “Allendale,” and 
here he and Mrs. Donham spent many happy days. It was said 


(19) 


on 
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of Mr. Donham that he was a man of the keenest intellect, of 
wide reading, of great strength of character and irreproachable 
integrity. His keen sense of humor, his kindly disposition, and 
his fund of wit made him a welcome guest in all the social centers 
of the city, and no circle was complete unless Harry Donham and 
his genial wife were there. His love for the farm, and his par- 
tiality for the country people, among whom he was born and 
raised, was known to all his friends. He was brave as Julius 
Cesar, and feared nothing in this world except the thought of 
doing wrong. He was the soul of honor and never thought nor 
did a dishonorable act. His death was a public calamity, but in 


his life he set a standard of capacity,- courage and fidelity which. 


few may emulate, but all may envy. Mr. Donham was married on 
June 2, 1892 to Miss Julia Evelyn Ball, the daughter of William 
J. and Julia (Creighton) Ball, prominent residents of Terre Haute 
during its earlier period of development, and a sister of William C. 
and Spencer F. Ball, both of whom are now deceased. 

William J. Graham, who has been for more than a quarter 
of a century successfully operating the Union Depot Restaurant at 
Terre Haute, was born in New York City, November 30, 1856, the 
son of Hubert Graham, who came to Richland, Ind., when William 
J. was a young boy. Hubert Graham was a car inspector for the 


Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and at that work received an in- — 


jury which eventually caused his death, though many years later, 
He was a soldier in the Union Army during the Civil war. William 
J. Graham came west with his parents at the age of eight years, and 
located at Richland with them. They were very poor, and it was 
necessary for the boy to find work as soon as he was old enough. 
When he was twelve years old, he found employment in the local 
depot restaurant washing dishes at the wage of one dollar and a 
half a week. He became manager of that restaurant, and remained 
there in all eighteen years. He then went to Dayton, Ohio, as man- 
ager of the Union Depot restaurant for the Ohmer people, who then 
operated a chain of depot restaurants. After the failure of the Oh- 
mers in the restaurant business, Mr. Graham operated restaurants 
at Cincinnati, Xenia, Ohio, and Terre Haute. On June 1, 1895, he 
bought the Union Depot restaurant here and has since operated ‘it. 
This restaurant is known to the traveling public as one of the best 
and finest depot restaurants anywhere to be encountered on the 
road, and Mr. Graham enjoys a large patronage. He has seen al- 
most two generations of railroad men come and go, and has been an 
interested spectator of the many phases of railroad development 
from the day when coaches were lighted by candles to the present. 
He has seen the time when the engines burned wood, and were 
filled along the track, the passengers frequently helping in the work 
of loading the wood. Breaking was done by hand, and passenger 


Allendale Multiple Resource Area (41001-009) 


Allendale, located five miles south of Terre 
Haute on U.S. 41, is a fine example of an 
early twentieth century rural subdivision. 
Originally located as a stop on the 
interurban railway between Terre Haute and 
Sullivan, the population in 1936 was 
approximately 150 people. 


Today there are nearly fifty homes among 
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the winding roads and heavily wooded area. 


One outstanding residence is the c.1920 
Smith House Colonial Revival style (006). 
Notable houses include the Colonial Revival 
Jefferies House (001); the Louden House 
(003), an example of the Arts and Crafts 
style; the Piety House (004), a c.1910 
Colonial Revival structure; and the Bronson 
House (007), a c.1920 bungalow. 


No. Rtg. Description 


001 N House, 60 Allendale; Colonial Revival, 
c.1925; Architecture (628) 


002 O Donham-Topping House, 72 
Allendale; Spanish Colonial Revival, 
1900/1906; Architecture (628) 
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003 N Louden House, Allendale; Arts & 
Crafts, c.1920; Architecture (628) 


004 N Piety House, Allendale; Colonial 
Revival, c.1910; Architecture (628) 


005 O Topping House, 70 Allendale; Arts & 
Crafts, 1919; Architecture (628) 


006 


007 


008 


009 


O  . Smith House, 73 Allendale; Colonial 
Revival, c.1920; Architecture (628) 


N House, 58 Allendale; Bungalow, 
c.1920; Architecture (628) 


O House and Gatehouse, 62 Allendale; 
Mission Style, c.1920; Architecture 
(628) 


O Ijams House, 52 Allendale; Tudor 
Gothic Revival, 1929-31; H.T. 
Lindbergh, Architect; Architecture 
(628) 
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